
Parent Information Night 
@ SAS – Jackson Campus

Date: Tues, March 3
6:30pm

Salmon Arm Secondary 
Grade 9 Course Selection Sheet

Course Selection Steps to Success
 Step 1:  Read through all of the instructions on the front of this sheet.

 Step 2:  Read through the “Course Descriptions” listed on the back of this paper.  

 Step 3:  Think about which elective courses interest you the most.

 Step 4:  Circle 3 elective choices listed below – one of both Fine Arts and ADST.

 Step 5:  Write down 2 alternate elective choices (just in case you’re not able to get your first choices).  

 Step 6:  Consult with your parents/guardians, to ensure they support your selections.

 Step 7:  Sign this sheet (both you and your parents/guardians).

 Step 8:  Hand it in to your middle school teacher by Wednesday, March 4
(online course selections Close Thursday, March 12)

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Print Name: __________________________________________ _____________________________
last name             first name

Middle School Core Teacher: _________________________________________________

A. Grade 9 Required Courses:

No Choice
1. English 9
2. Social Studies 9
3. Science 9
4. Math 9

Choice (circle your selection)

5. PHE 9      OR    Girls Only PHE 9

B. Grade 9 Elective Courses:
Circle 3 elective choices – one must be a blue offering here or below (Fine Arts) and one must be black (ADST)

Choir 9

Concert Band 9

Drama 9

Visual Arts 9

Digital Photography 9

Computer Explorations 9

Food Studies 9

Metalwork 9

Power Technology 9

Robotics 9

Tech & Design 9

Woodwork 9

French 9

Japanese 9

Spanish  9

ADST/Fine Art Explor 9

Intro to Guitar 9

Leadership 9

At this point, check to ensure you have 8 courses
(5 required + 3 electives)

C. Alternate Choices
In addition to the 8 courses (5 required and 3 electives), please select 2 alternate elective choices you’d be willing to 
take if any of your first choices are unavailable.

__________________________________ and __________________________________
               1st Alternate Choice              2nd Alternate Choice

D. Electives Outside the Timetable
The following courses are also offered to grade 9 students outside of the timetable (before or after school).  Check the 
boxes for those courses you would like to take, in addition to the 8 courses in the timetable:

  Jazz Band 9            Yearbook 9            Theatre Production 9           AM Fitness
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Signatures: ___________________________________ ___________________________________
   Student        Parent



Elective Course Descriptions
ADST/Fine Arts Exploration
Explorations 9 is a blend of both fine arts and ADST (Applied Design, Skills and Technology), and will include hands-on learning that will give you the credits you 
need. Specifics of this course will be determined based on the needs and interests of the teacher and the particular group of students.
Please note: This course is only for students who are not otherwise meeting their ADST and Fine Arts credit requirements.
Choir 9
This course is for those who are serious about singing in a musical setting.  The choir works with a variety of music styles that encompasses a vast choral 
repertoire and harmonies.  Performing around the local area and attending festivals will be the goal of this Choir.  No previous music courses needed to join.
Computer Explorations 9
Want to learn what a computer is all about? Info Tech 9 focuses on using the computer as a tool in order to help students become more efficient and 
productive.  The course will include lessons and projects used to develop the understanding of the Microsoft Office Suite: Word, Excel, and PowerPoint.  The 
course will also help with research techniques and strategies while using the internet (such as using Google effectively).  Students will be introduced to Video 
Game design and experiment with creating digital images.  A good chunk of this course is dedicated to projects so come ready to learn, create, and share.
Concert Band 9
The SAS Band program starts here!  We will work on refining technique in order to rehearse and perform interesting and challenging repertoire.  The Concert 
Band will play at music festivals, public concerts, and school functions.  Some performances will occur outside the timetable.  Woodwind, brass, percussion, and 
string instruments are all welcome.  This is a year-long course.
Core Math
This course is for students who are not working at grade level in Math 8 and is intended to fill learning gaps to ensure that students have an understanding of 
the critical concepts necessary to be successful in Mathematics 9.  This course is only available to students upon referral from their previous School Based Team 
or in consultation with the family.  Students will complete Core Mathematics 9 in first semester and will be enrolled in Mathematics 9 in the second semester.
Drama 9
Drama 9 is a hands-on, collaborative course that uses skits and games to develop performance and presentation skills. Students will have the opportunity to 
learn to act, develop their creative thinking, and increase their confidence when speaking in front of others. Come prepared to have fun!
Foods 9
Students learn how to prepare food for themselves, friends, and family with skill and confidence.  New and exciting recipe ideas are provided for breakfast, 
lunch, appetizers, dinner and desserts.  The emphasis is on using fresh, local ingredients.  Students will gain knowledge about a variety of spices, flavours, and 
cooking methods.
Photography 9
This is a fun introductory photography course where students learn to take better pictures (better “selfies” too.)  We spend a lot of time out of the classroom on 
walking field trips and, on occasion, bus to some great photo locations. Students will edit their photographs on a computer and some of their work will be 
professionally printed. We do fun computer projects such as animal composites (combining two animal images) and alien nation (turn your image into an alien.) 
A simple “point and shoot” digital camera or, at the very least, a phone camera is all that is necessary for this introductory course. 
Intro to Guitar
Learn the basics of guitar in this fine art music course.
Japanese 9
In this course students learn about Japanese culture and history through discussion and special activities such as calligraphy, cooking and origami. The focus of 
Japanese 9 is on vocabulary building, and improving oral and written expression. By the end of this course, students will feel comfortable reading and writing 
hiragana and about 25 kanji. 
Jazz Band 9
This course is open to instrumentalists who have at least two years of experience on one of the following instruments:  Saxes, trumpets, trombones and rhythm 
section.  This is a performance group that will study swing, Latin, rock, funk, and blues music.   A high level of commitment will be required from all students 
during class and all performances.  Attendance is mandatory at all classes and performances, some of which occur outside the timetable.  Final enrolment will be
determined by audition in the early fall. 
Leadership 9
This course is designed to give students an awareness of social and civic responsibility as well as an understanding of effective styles and methods of leadership. 
These are all demonstrated through class and group projects that leadership students will undertake. Running the school store, school dances, community 
fundraisers, intramurals and supporting school assemblies and events are some ideas – but please bring your own! This course is highly customizable, and relies 
on teamwork. Leadership is offered in the timetable. 
Metal Work 9
This course introduces you to several basic metal work processes used in the industry today. Students will safely learn to work with basic hand tools and power 
equipment. You will start with basic decorative projects and then continue with more complicated processes. Metal Work 9 focuses on the development of 
measuring skills, using metric and standard scales. This course is explorative to cover all aspects of the metal shop to prepare you for further metal work 
courses.
Power Technology 9
This course is intended to teach students about some of the ways in which humans have harnessed various sources of energy.  Much of the course is ‘hands-on’ 
and involves constructing a variety of interesting projects such as electric motors, robots, and solid-fuel rockets.  A considerable portion of the course will also 
be devoted to learning about how two-stroke and four-stroke engines work. *See the material or supply options that are associated with this course.
Spanish 9
Spanish 9 is an introductory course which focuses on the basics of grammar as well as functional conversation.  Students will study the Spanish language, 
customs and culture in the course through conversation, skits, games, films and other activities.
Robotics 9
Want to command your very own humanoid robot with just your voice? Want him to obey you through facial recognition and even learn a dance by copying 
your own movements? Try this in a new course offered at Jackson designed to introduce you to the exciting world of electronics and robotics. You will learn 
electronics, multiple programming platforms, project management, mechanical structures and a host of other skills as you build and interact with the exciting 
humanoid EZ Robot. You will also apply physical science to learn about motors, gear ratios, torque, batteries and sensors. Best of all, you play with the EZ Robot!
Technology Design 9
In this course students will develop problem-solving skills and have the opportunity to use the design process to meet a variety of technological challenges. 
Course work will include the fundamentals of drafting, design, shop safety and machine safety/use. Students will research, design, and build models and/or 
prototypes with projects like C02 dragsters, balsa bridges, and Goldberg machines. This “hands on”, thought provoking course will have students working in and 
out of the shop testing, building, and racing their way through the semester.
Visual Arts 9
This course focuses on design and media exploration as well as skills such as colour theory, perspective, creating form and drawing techniques. We also use 
design principles and elements to analyze works of art in art history lessons. In the second half of the course, you will explore your own creativity more in 
individual projects, furthering an understanding of your own identity as an artist. Media will vary but will include a form of printmaking, painting, 3-D works, 
drawing media as well as some fibre arts. No previous art experience is necessary; bring only your imagination and enthusiasm. 
Woodwork 9
Students learn to safely use all machines in our extremely well equipped shop to build several ‘skill building’ projects.  All projects allow students flexibility and 
creative freedom to personalize / customize their work.  Creative designs and ideas, where appropriate, are encouraged!  Projects include small shelf/case units,
clocks, boxes & tables.  Additional projects are possible, depending upon time remaining in course.  Working in a safe and cooperative manner is emphasized 
throughout the entire course. 
Yearbook 9



This class designs and produces the school yearbook. Students will learn how a book is published, and will be responsible for all writing, design and photography 
that will appear in the book. In order to do this, students will learn skills in journalism and computer software necessary to produce the yearbook.  In addition, 
students will learn the business skills required to fund a book through sales to students.


